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In November 1989, the Nordic Council of Ministers adopted a measure to implement an
official voluntary ecolabelling scheme, the Nordic Ecolabel, also known as the Nordic Swan
Ecolabel. The organizations/companies listed below administer the Nordic Ecolabelling scheme
on assignment from their national governments.

For further information, please visit the following websites:

Nordic Ecolabelling Denmark
www.nordic-ecolabel.org Ecolabelling Denmark
Dansk Standards Foundation
Goteborg Plads 1
DK-2150 NORDHAVN
Tel: +45 72 300 450
www.ecolabel.dk
info@ecolabel.dk

Finland Iceland

Ecolabelling Finland Ecolabelling Iceland

Box 489 Umhverfisstofnun

FI-00101 HELSINKI Sudurlandsbraut 24

Tel: +358 9 6122 5000 IS-108 REYKJAVIK

www.ecolabel.fi Tel: +354 591 20 00

joutsen@ecolabel.fi WWW.svanurinn.is
ust@ust.is

Norway Sweden

Ecolabelling Norway Ecolabelling Sweden

Henrik Ibsens gate 20 Box 38114

NO-0255 OSLO SE-110 64 STOCKHOLM

Tel: +47 24 14 46 00 Tel: +46 8 55 55 24 00

www.ecolabel.no www.ecolabel.se

info@ecolabel.no info@ecolabel.se

This document is a translation of an original in Swedish. In case of dispute, the original
document should be taken as authoritative.


file://///ecofimsad01/user$/SinikkaKa/My%20Documents/Pika/www.ecolabel.dk
http://www.svanurinn.is/
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1 Introduction

The following regulations apply to those companies that apply for or hold a license to use the
Nordic Ecolabel. These regulations were adopted by the Nordic Ecolabelling Board (the NMN)
on 9March 2016.

Requirements are laid out for each product (commodity or service) in the criteria. To obtain a
license to carry the Nordic Ecolabel, the applicant must fulfil the requirements of the pertinent
criteria and this must be confirmed by Nordic Ecolabelling.

Each Nordic country has an ecolabelling organization that administers the Nordic Ecolabelling
Scheme on assignment from their national authorities.

2 Application

2.1 Applying for a Nordic Ecolabelling license

2.1.1 Criteria

The Nordic Ecolabelling organizations issue, following approval by NMN, criteria for the Nordic
Ecolabelling of a number of products (commodities and services). For each product group there
is a criteria document stipulating requirements. The requirements are evaluated and revised,
usually tightened, modified or altered successively over time. If the requirements are tightened,
a new generation of the criteria will be issued; if they are modified or altered, a new version
will be issued. The period of validity of criteria is indicated in the criteria. To obtain a license to
carry the Nordic Ecolabel, the applicant must fulfil the requirements of the pertinent criteria. All
Criteria are published on the websites of the Nordic Ecolabelling organizations.

2.1.2 License applications

License applications should be made via Nordic Ecolabelling to the Nordic Ecolabelling
organization in the relevant country. Applications may be processed by another Nordic
Ecolabelling organization by agreement between the organizations. Applicants will be notified if
this is the case. Companies located outside the Nordic countries should submit their
applications to the national ecolabelling organization of the Nordic country that will be the
primary market. The application must include information about the applicant company, the
products concerned, their turnovers, etc. It also includes information about the applicant’s and
the manufacturer’s undertakings (see attachment).

The criteria specify which documentation must accompany the application. Nordic Ecolabelling
can require that applications be submitted with a particular structure, e.g. that the documents
be named in a particular way and that the application be made electronically. The applicant is
responsible for collecting all necessary information and for ensuring its accuracy. The applicant
is also liable for any costs in connection with documentation. All product designations and
trade names to be covered by the license must be provided, and these must be kept up to
date during the period of validity. The information provided must cover all Nordic countries in
which the product is sold. Nordic Ecolabelling can at any time require further information to be
provided about the products, e.g. barcodes/GTIN numbers, dealers, or details relating to sales
outside the Nordic region.



Regulations for the Nordic Ecolabelling of Products 5(11)
9 March 2016

There must be compliance with the requirements stipulated in the major version of the criteria
valid at the time of application. The Nordic Ecolabelling organization in receipt of the
application checks all the requirements in the relevant criteria and any national requirements
for other countries where sales have been indicated on the application form. The ecolabelling
organization is responsible for all contact with the applicant in respect of the application for a
Nordic Ecolabelling license. If the documentation from the applicant is incomplete, additional
documentation will be requested. If the applicant does not submit complete information within
12 months showing that the product fulfils the Nordic Ecolabelling requirements, Nordic
Ecolabelling can reject the application.

Licenses are issued for those products included in the application that meet the stipulated
requirements. Changes to regulatory requirements, chemical classifications, etc. may affect
licensing conditions during the period of validity.

Products and production sites

A license can cover multiple products within the same product and commodity group. As a
main rule, a license covers one production site, but within certain product groups Nordic
Ecolabelling can decide that a license, under certain conditions, can cover products from
multiple production sites. Information about product and commodity groups and any
exceptions to the main rule above are described on the Nordic Ecolabelling organizations’
websites.

Type of license

An application normally refers to a Nordic Ecolabelling license that is valid worldwide. However,
for certain product groups there is an option to apply for a license for a single Nordic country.’
For other product groups, typically services, an application is made for a license in each
country where the applicant operates. Information about the rules that apply to individual
product groups can be found on the individual websites of each country’s ecolabelling
organization.

Changes to licenses or registrations

For the duration of the licensing period, the licensee undertakes to inform the Nordic
Ecolabelling organization immediately of changes to the product or production processes that
may or may be suspected to influence compliance with the requirements stipulated in the
criteria. The Nordic Ecolabelling organization evaluates whether the change necessitates
verification of the product’s compliance with the requirements.

2.1.3 The applicant

As a main rule, it is the manufacturer of a product or service who can apply for a licence,
unless otherwise determined for a particular product group by Nordic Ecolabelling. Other
companies, such as importers, dealers, distributors or similar, can also apply for a licence for a
product, provided that said company is only responsible for the sale of the product on the
Nordic market and that the manufacturer signs the application.

By applying for a licence, the applicant undertakes to comply with the requirements in the
applicable criteria throughout the period of validity, as well as the regulations for the use of the
Nordic Ecolabel. For its part, the manufacturer of a product has responsibility towards the
Nordic Ecolabelling organization — even if the importer, dealer or distributor is the applicant.

' Such licensees have the option of extending the license to one or more additional Nordic countries by applying for
registration in the country or countries concerned. The application for registration must be signed by the licensee,
even if a different company is applying for registration.
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Any company obtaining such a registration has the same responsibility for the product and the
use of the Nordic Ecolabel in the country of registration as the licensee has for its national
license in the original country of application.

2.2 Confidentiality and information policies

The Nordic Ecolabelling organizations undertake to treat with due privacy confidential
information received in conjunction with a license application or registration and/or in
connection with development of Nordic Ecolabelling criteria.

The term “confidential information” here refers to information — of technical, commercial,
personal or any other nature — that has been supplied in connection with the above and that
may be regarded as confidential.

Information about valid licenses/products and their licensees is published.

2.3 Validity period for a license/registration

A license/registration is valid for the period during which the associated criteria are valid. At
the end of a validity period of the criteria, a new revised document is adopted by NMN and a
new license application (renewal) is required. The licensee is informed of the new requirements
in good time, according to the time plan set out in the criteria. If the validity period of the
criteria is extended, a new application is not required as the license/ registration is
automatically prolonged.

2.4 Transfer

A license/registration may only be transferred with the prior written consent of the Nordic
Ecolabelling organization. The application for the transfer of a license/registration is made in
writing to the national ecolabelling organization of the country in which the license was issued.

2.5 Termination

A license or registration may be terminated by its holder. This shall be done in writing, and a
three-month period of notice is required. Notification of termination shall be sent in writing to
the license/ registration holder’s national ecolabelling organization.

2.6 Revocation of a license or registration

The Nordic Ecolabelling license/registration may be revoked if the holder of the
license/registration or the product fails to meet the requirements stipulated in these
regulations, in the relevant criteria or in laws and ordinances relating to the product. Failure to
pay fees, inaccurate financial statements (see Section 4) and use of the Nordic Ecolabel
contrary to Section 7 or the Logo Guideline for the Nordic Ecolabel constitute grounds for
revocation.

If a license is revoked, the right to use the Nordic Ecolabel ceases with immediate effect.
Revocation of a license leads to the annulment of registrations in other Nordic countries
connected to the license. The revocation can be temporary or can apply throughout the period
of validity of the generation of the criteria. Appeals may be lodged against revocations (see
Section 5).
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In exceptional circumstances, the Nordic Ecolabelling Board may decide to rescind, or
otherwise substantially alter, criteria during the normal period of validity if new information
regarding effects on health or the environment is made available. In such cases, the Nordic
Ecolabelling organization
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